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CONCEPT 
NOTE

Annual G20 Summits are a critical time and 
place where priority global issues are considered. 
A feature of each annual G20 process is the work of 
“engagement groups” that draw on key global con-
stituencies. The work of these groups parallels the 
official agenda of ministerial encounters culmi-
nating in the Summit centered on heads of state. 
The engagement groups aim to develop and pres-
ent analyses, distilled schematics on priority is-
sues, and specific proposals to capture the atten-
tion both of public opinion and decision-makers. 
These engagement groups have evolved over time 
and include the B20 (business), C20 (civil socie-
ty), L20 (labor), S20 (science), T20 (think tanks), 
U20 (urban), W20 (women), and Y20 (youth).

The G20 Interfaith Forum (IF20), which has 
convened annually since 2014, brings impor-
tant dimensions to the G20 process. The G20 In-
terfaith Forum offers a global platform to a net-
work of religiously linked and academic research 
institutions engaging religious issues and polit-
ical voices dealing with religious aspects of is-
sues in the context of priority topics highlighted 
by the G20 host on global agendas and UN SDGs. 
The G20 Interfaith network includes interfaith 
and intercultural organizations, religious leaders 
and policymakers, universities and scholars, dip-
lomats and representatives of multilateral organ-
izations, development and humanitarian entities, 
and business and civil society actors. The IF20 
builds on the vital roles religious institutions and 
beliefs play in world affairs, reflecting their rich di-
versity of institutions, ideas, and values.

The G20 Interfaith Forum shares some fea-
tures with other engagement groups but has dis-
tinctive aspects that relate above all to the widely 

diverse landscape of world religious communities. 
Especially since the German-led G20 process in 
2017, the IF20 Forum has focused on responding 
to the G20 agenda, bringing specific insights from 
traditional and emerging networks that link reli-
gious institutions, operational bodies, public offi-
cials, and scholars. It serves as a place for high-lev-
el encounters and dialogue where institutions of 
the faith communities and associated organiza-
tions can interact with public officials and active 
scholars in law, theology, history, economics and 
international relations, both directly and through 
representatives.

The Italian Presidency of the G20 in 2021 has 
agreed to host the IF20 Forum and engage actively 
in its program, with an opening speech by the Pres-
ident of the Republic on 12 September. The Forum 
will involve three working days and preparatory 
meetings.

The G20 Interfaith Forum and Italian Presi-
dency have entrusted the preparation of the 2021 
Forum in Italy to the Fondazione per le scienze re-
ligiose (FSCIRE), a well-respected research in-
stitution in the historical-religious field. The G20 
Interfaith Forum looks forward to collaborating 
with FSCIRE in planning Forum initiatives, devel-
oping Forum activities, and assuring inclusive en-
gagement within G20 countries and other coun-
tries where religious issues, traditions, scholar-
ship, and resources can be engaged in the Forum 
framework.

The IF20 will take place in Bologna, the seat of 
FSCIRE and Europe’s oldest University. Bologna 
is well suited to host an inclusive interreligious fo-
rum. Over the centuries, the city has known the 
shame of discrimination and the weight of war and 
terrorist violence, emerging as the vibrant and di-
verse city of today. Encounter and knowledge have 
forged the identity of the city, where now Card. 
Matteo M. Zuppi is one of the most visible wit-
nesses of a long-lasting tradition of dialogue.

The IF20 Forum will try to build on these 
grounds, showcasing how the force of knowledge 

can tackle the thorniest problems for individuals 
or entire societies.

Plans for the 2021 IF20 agenda center on two 
ideas: continuity in advancing priority action with 
a sharp focus on urgent matters and efforts to en-
rich the agenda through the host’s and the IF20 
Association’s academic and cultural resources.

The Bologna Forum draws on active and di-
verse work on global agenda issues by religious en-
tities and, above all, networks that engage in inter-
faith and intra-faith alliances. These are echoed 
in 10 working groups that reflect standing priori-
ty issues that align with the United Nations’ SDGs. 
They address the reduction of poverty and ine-
quality; global health issues (including the COV-
ID-19 emergency); education; gender equality and 
women’s engagement (with a specific focus on hu-
man trafficking); climate change and other envi-
ronmental issues; religion and technology; peace 
and justice issues including sacred sites, freedom 
of religion or belief, and peace building; refugees, 
displacement, and migration; humanitarian aid; 
children and youth issues. The IF20 pursues oth-
er cross-cutting initiatives, the most significant 
of which currently focuses on racism. Various in-
itiatives emerge from year-to-year depending on 
global needs or host country priorities. During 
the Bologna IF20 Forum itself, dedicated work-
shops will address these issues, engaging with in-
ternational, intergovernmental, governmental, 
non-governmental, and research organizations.

Faith communities have a worldwide presence 
(well beyond G20 member countries), and dis-
cussions will be global, looking to how G20 agen-
das can engage concerns in all parts of the world. 
The Forum seeks to highlight ways in which reli-
gious actors can help G20 policymakers develop 
policies that will benefit the vulnerable and other 
victims of injustice worldwide. Religious leaders 
invited to Bologna will highlight the core respon-
sibility to listen to the cries of communities that 
are too often unheard and forgotten. Dialogue on 
each topic will explore ideas and experiences that 
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Presentazione del volume

Nel crocevia delle culture 
Parole per pensieri  
che orientano 
di Nunzio Galantino, pref. di Antonio Autiero 
(Il Sole 24 Ore, 2026)

5 maggio 2026 | ore 17.30 
Chiesa di S. Maria della Pietà 
via S. Vitale 112, Bologna

Intervengono l’autore 
Nunzio Galantino, vescovo emerito di Cassano all’Jonio 
e 
Michele Briamonte, Founding Partner Studio Grande Stevens 
Alberto Melloni, segretario della Fondazione  
per le scienze religiose 
Matteo M. Card. Zuppi, arcivescovo di Bologna 
e presidente della Conferenza Episcopale Italiana

Per info: www.fscire.it


